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RESOLUTION 286





on





NATO AND HUMANITARIAN INTERVENTION*








The Assembly,





Commending NATO’s decision to intervene to stop massive human rights violations in Kosovo;





Determined to ensure by all means that ethnic nationalism has no place in the Euro-Atlantic area of the 21st Century;





Welcoming NATO’s preparedness, according to the 1999 Alliance's Strategic Concept, to “contribute to conflict prevention and crisis management through non-Article 5 crisis response operations” in the Euro-Atlantic area;





Considering that the first objective of political action must be the prevention of conflicts by peaceful means;





Emphasising that any intervention with the purpose of preventing or ending massive human rights violations can only be the last resort, and that any intervention has to respect the principle of proportionality;





Concerned, however, that the Alliance may not be sufficiently prepared, in terms of planning, and training and availability of appropriate forces, to efficiently carry out the complex tasks involved in humanitarian operations;





Also noting that, despite recent progress, NATO’s ability to work efficiently with humanitarian organisations and local governments remains unsatisfactory because of insufficient advance planning and co-ordination mechanisms;





Applauding the development of state and international practices, and international legal instruments which make the protection of human rights and the prevention of their violations the guiding principle of political action, stressing in this respect the need for the swift signing and ratification, particularly by the member countries of the Atlantic Alliance, of the Rome Convention establishing the International Criminal Court; 





Aware, nevertheless, of the remaining and unavoidable tension between the two principles of human rights and state sovereignty in the international order; 














___________________





*	presented directly to the Plenary Assembly by Mr. Hans ENGELL (Denmark) on Monday 15 November 1999


Reminding all NATO and Partner countries that, at the 1992 Helsinki Summit, they subscribed to the principle that  "the commitments undertaken in the field of the human dimension of the CSCE [now OSCE] are matters of direct and legitimate concern to all participating States and do not belong exclusively to the internal affairs of the State concerned";





Reminding them, furthermore, of NATO’s readiness, stated at the 1992 Oslo Council meeting, to “support, on a case-by-case basis in accordance with [its] own procedures, peacekeeping activities under the responsibility of the CSCE [now OSCE]”;





Acknowledging the “primary responsibility of the Security Council for the maintenance of international peace and security”, as enshrined in Article 7 of the North Atlantic Treaty;





Considering that better functioning of the United Nations involves regular payment of the financial contributions of the Member States;





Mindful that humanitarian intervention cannot be left to the discretion of the intervening state or group of states and must be regulated by clear and universally accepted rules;





Recognizing, therefore, the need to develop instruments of international law so that massive human rights violations are not held hostage to the disfunctioning of the UN Charter system;





URGES member governments and parliaments of the North Atlantic Alliance: 





to sustain their military, political and economic involvement in Kosovo and in the region as long as needed to definitely remove the roots of the conflicts that have repeatedly led to war in the former Yugoslavia’s region these past ten years;


to work for the reconstruction of Kosovo, badly damaged by the recent war, and urge UNESCO to intensify its efforts to restore the historical and cultural heritage of the region;


to make it clear that no group or government which fails to commit itself to multi-ethnic tolerance and democracy can hope to obtain international support;


to develop policies of targeted assistance to NGOs, political parties, local and regional authorities committed to the principles of democratic government, good-neighbourliness, and respect for the rights of minorities, not only in Kosovo but also in Serbia and in the entire region of South-Eastern Europe;


to work together and with Partner countries to develop a clear set of international rules to allow for humanitarian intervention in case of massive human rights violations or an impending humanitarian catastrophe and to commend them for approval by the United Nations;


to strive, in particular, to legitimize a new interpretation of article 2 para. 4 of the UN Charter according to which humanitarian intervention no longer be considered as “inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations”, but rather as a contribution to the realisation of these purposes;


to intensify efforts to reform the UN Security Council so as to remove its recurrent paralysis through the use of the veto and to make its membership more representative of the international community at the dawn of the 21st Century;


to initiate work on the definition of humanitarian intervention in the OSCE framework, as the first step toward the development of rules at universal level;


to invite Russia to co-operate fully in these common endeavours, both at UN and OSCE levels;


to establish political and practical mechanisms of co-ordination between NATO and the OSCE for the enforcement of the rules agreed at the European level;


to adapt NATO plans and capabilities so as to enable the Alliance to co-operate efficiently with humanitarian organisations and local governments in the context of humanitarian operations or military missions involving a humanitarian component.


�
RESOLUTION 287





 on 





RESPECTING AND ENSURING RESPECT FOR


INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW*








The Assembly,





1.	Commending NATO’s decision to intervene to stop massive human rights violations in Kosovo;


2.	Appreciating the contribution of the countries in the region of South-Eastern Europe – members of the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council – to this intervention;


3.	Stressing that the use of force has long been subject to restraints under International Humanitarian Law (IHL), and praising the Government of the Netherlands for its role in the adoption of the pioneering Hague Conventions on the laws of war in 1899 and 1907;


4.	Calling political and military authorities’ attention to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their Additional Protocols of 1977 as the core of modern IHL and to the role of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in ensuring the respect of these rules ;


5.	Reminding states that many provisions of the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their Additional Protocols of 1977 are considered customary international law;


6.	Emphasising that the aim of the IHL is the protection of victims of war including by regulation of the conduct of hostilities;


7.	Reminding all states of their obligation, under the Geneva Conventions, not only to “respect” but also to “ensure respect” of IHL “in all circumstances”;


8.	Gravely concerned that civilians and civilian objects are increasingly the target of violence in post-Cold War conflicts;


9.	Insisting therefore that it is more important than ever, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Geneva Conventions and the 100th anniversary of the first Hague Convention, that states and non-state actors are aware of their responsibility to promote the knowledge, respect, and application of IHL;











_______________________





*	presented by the Civilian Affairs Committee














10.	URGES member governments and parliaments of the North Atlantic Alliance:





to pursue the development of conflict mediation strategies and if this fails to ensure that all weapons and their use in armed conflict are consistent with applicable international humanitarian law;


to develop and implement comprehensive programmes of IHL education for all military and police personnel to be deployed in war, peace-keeping and peace-support operations;


to pursue actively the prosecution of war crimes by enshrining IHL rules in their national legislations, by supporting international war crime tribunals, and by ratifying the Statutes of the International Criminal Court without delay;


to ratify, if they have not done so, Protocols I and II of the Geneva Conventions and to sign and ratify the Ottawa Convention on anti-personnel mines without delay;


to ascertain that IHL becomes an integral component of the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council (EAPC) work programme;


to take advantage of the legal expertise and assistance provided by the ICRC to improve their own implementation of IHL and its respect by other states.





�
RESOLUTION 288





on 





THE EUROPEAN SECURITY AND DEFENCE IDENTITY (ESDI)*





The Assembly,


Noting that the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) has repeatedly endorsed a strong European pillar within the Alliance and outlined its views in this regard in the documents adopted at the Washington Summit;


Noting also that in 1996 NATO decided to build a European Security and Defence Identity (ESDI) within the Alliance and declared through its Berlin Communiqué that ESDI will enable all European allies to make a more coherent and effective contribution to the missions and activities of the Alliance as an expression of our shared responsibilities; to act themselves as required; and to reinforce the transatlantic partnership;


Praising the European Council’s June 1999 Declaration at Cologne on strengthening the Common European Policy on Security and Defence, the December 1998 Franco-British initiative at St. Malo, and other European efforts to achieve the military capability needed to enhance the credibility of this policy;


Commending the European Union for appointing the distinguished former NATO Secretary General, Javier Solana, as its High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP);


Affirming that the United States has a major role to play in the Alliance and European security, but recognising that the United States might not wish to become militarily engaged in every European contingency;


Realising that transatlantic relations are based on common values and solidarity;


Recognising that the European reliance on “NATO capabilities” is all too often a reliance on U.S. capabilities;


Acknowledging the large contribution of U.S. forces in the air campaign against the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia;


Appreciating that the European forces are making their fair contribution to the NATO peacekeeping efforts in Kosovo and Bosnia and Herzegovina;


Knowing that the barriers to a stronger ESDI are political as well as military and include the problem of introducing common European views into NATO consultations;


________________________


*	presented by the Defence and Security Committee








Acknowledging that NATO has undertaken great efforts to facilitate the emergence of a strong European pillar within NATO through the European Security and Defence Identity, including the identification of NATO’s deputy Supreme Allied Commander as the commander of operations led by the Western European Union; the creation of a NATO Headquarters for WEU-led operations, and the establishment of close linkages between NATO and the WEU, including planning, exercises and regular consultations;


Convinced that European governments and parliaments must pass defence budgets that provide adequate funding for developing the force-projection capabilities needed to carry out NATO’s 1999 Strategic Concept and to enable European-led operations;


Convinced also that improved European military capabilities within NATO, not new institutions, are the key to a vibrant and more influential European Security and Defence Identity;


Regretting that national defence plans too often fail to co-ordinate national programmes with Alliance needs;


Welcoming, on the other hand, the forthcoming ratification by the United Kingdom, Germany, Italy and France of the Treaty creating the Organisation Conjointe de Cooperation en Matière d’Armement (OCCAR);


Strongly supporting the Defence Capabilities Initiative through which Alliance members committed themselves to improving their respective forces in five areas: (1) effective engagement; (2) deployability and mobility; (3) sustainability and logistics; (4) survivability; and (5) command control and communications;


Supporting the creation of multinational forces at various levels as an element of structural commitment and solidarity;


Affirming that NATO is and should remain the primary institution through which European and North American allies address security issues of transatlantic concern;


URGES the member governments and parliaments of the North Atlantic Alliance: 


to respect the principle that European-led operations will only be conducted when the Alliance as a whole is not engaged;


to fulfil their respective force improvement commitments made through the Defence Capabilities Initiative so as to be able to carry out NATO’s 1999 Strategic Concept and to enable the conduct of European-led operations;


to stop the decline in defence budgets and to maintain them at a level that will support needed modernisation and development of necessary capabilities, and to spend their budgets in a manner that maximises the defence capabilities of the Alliance;


to demonstrate the political will to support the deployment of European-led Combined Joint Task Forces (CJTF) when U.S. involvement is not necessary or not forthcoming;


to clarify the line of command for European-led operations and their political direction in order to enable European forces to act quickly and successfully against security threats whenever necessary;


to endorse the merger of the Western European Union (WEU) within the European Union (EU) as a means to enable the EU to carry out the Petersberg tasks;


to work with the European Union to ensure that the latter’s implementation of the Cologne Summit decisions will not promote a strategic perspective on transatlantic security issues that conflicts with that promoted by NATO or unnecessary duplication of the resources and capabilities provided by NATO;


to call for the development by NATO and the EU, in the course of the December 1999 NATO ministerials and the EU Helsinki Summit, of principles that will co-ordinate and harmonise the roles of NATO and the European Union in transatlantic security affairs;


to ensure that the implementation of the Cologne Summit decisions concerning the EU’s Common Foreign and Security Policy will ensure that non-EU NATO allies, including Canada, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Iceland, Norway, Poland, Turkey and the United States, will not be discriminated against, and will be fully involved when the European Union addresses issues affecting these countries’ security interests;


to work for an inclusive arrangement that will enable the full and equal participation of NATO’s European Allies who are not EU-members in the development and functioning of the ESDI;


to guarantee that NATO’s essential role in the Euro-Atlantic security structure is not diminished by the further development of ESDI;


to work to ensure that ESDI makes full use of NATO force-planning capabilities and in return can, for planning purposes, rely on the availability of NATO assets;


to better co-ordinate their defence planning processes in an effort to ensure that the Alliance possesses the capabilities - both national and multinational - that it needs to carry out the 1999 Strategic Concept;


to ensure that the European Union’s implementation of its Cologne Summit decisions does not promote a decline in the military resources the European allies contribute to NATO and that their respective force commitments to the Alliance are met;


to investigate the feasibility of developing common assets paid for out of an international budget - in the manner of the NATO Airborne Early Warning and Command System - in areas like airlift, airborne ground surveillance, and satellite intelligence;


to commit themselves to take even more care in ensuring harmonious and co�operative transatlantic relations in security, trade, and development assistance;


to combat isolationist, unilateralist, anti-American and anti-European tendencies that undermine Alliance unity and security in the North Atlantic region;


to rationalise their procurement programmes so as to further standardise weapons systems within the Alliance and to reap the benefits that can be realised through economies of scale;


to reach out to the countries of the OSCE which are non-members of NATO and of the European Union in a more co-ordinated manner to develop and intensify their political and military relations with the said countries and to support their membership in Euro-Atlantic institutions when they are prepared to assume all the responsibilities of membership, in order to broaden the zone of stability and security in Europe.





�
RESOLUTION 289





 on 





THE COMPREHENSIVE TEST BAN TREATY (CTBT)*











The Assembly,





1.	Retaining its belief that nuclear weapons still play a role as the ultimate deterrent against threats to the security of the Alliance;


2.	Endorsing the 1999 NATO Strategic Concept language stating that “the fundamental purpose of the nuclear forces of the Allies is political:  to preserve peace and prevent coercion and any kind of war”;


3.	Firmly believing that a prudent reduction in the world’s nuclear arsenals will enhance global security;


4.	Recognising that the 40-year effort to secure a ban on nuclear weapons testing culminated in 1996 with the conclusion of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty;


5.	Underlining the merits of the CTBT for the process of nuclear disarmament;


6.	Praising the leadership shown by the United States in initiating and successfully concluding this landmark arms control agreement;


7.	Commending the 155 nations that have signed the CTBT and the 52 that have ratified it, including 16 Alliance members;


8.	Hopeful that other Alliance members will ratify the Treaty before the end of 1999;


9.	Deeply regretting that the United States Senate rejected ratification of CTBT by a 51�48 vote against the treaty;


10.	Noting that the current moratorium on nuclear testing by the declared nuclear powers has not undermined the Alliance’s nuclear deterrent;


11.	Cognisant that the Alliance’s nuclear powers will be able to assure the reliability of their arsenals through a science-based stockpile stewardship programme;


12.	Understanding that an end to nuclear testing will lock in the decisive advantage that the United States enjoys with its nuclear arsenal and make it more difficult for aspiring nuclear powers to develop such a capability;


13.	Welcoming the improvements in the detection of nuclear weapons testing that would accompany the entry into force of the CTBT and the implementation of the Treaty’s verification regime;


_____________________


*	presented by the Defence and Security Committee


14.	Fearing the proliferation of nuclear weapons and potential nuclear arms races between newly declared nuclear powers;


15.	Knowing that the CTBT is essential to further reductions in nuclear arsenals and restraints on proliferation;


16.	URGES the Parliaments of those NATO countries that have not yet ratified the Treaty to ratify the CTBT at the earliest possible time, in keeping with their constitutional processes and requirements;


17.	URGES the United States Senate to reconsider its position on ratification of the CTBT as soon as possible;


18.	URGES the member governments and parliaments of the North Atlantic Alliance to continue working toward arms control agreements that will enable the verifiable reduction of nuclear arsenals that threaten the security of the Alliance.





��
RESOLUTION 290





on





RECONSTRUCTING KOSOVO AND ECONOMIC RECOVERY IN


SOUTH-EASTERN EUROPE*











The Assembly,





Acknowledging that NATO’s intervention in Kosovo became necessary to try to stop the planned ethnic cleansing of the majority of its population, as well as the violence and wars that have plagued the Balkans over the last decade;


Recognizing that the burden of this conflict and the longstanding crisis in the Balkans lies squarely on the shoulders of Serbian President Milosevic;


Appreciating the support and co-operation which the countries of South-Eastern Europe – members of the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council – have provided to the NATO forces, international humanitarian organisations, non-governmental organisations and other organisations in the course of the Kosovo crisis;


Stressing the central role of the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) in initiating and co-ordinating the efforts of the international community with a view to the institutional and economic reconstruction of the province;


Applauding KFOR troops, and the staffs of international organisations, national aid organisations, and NGO’s on the ground in Kosovo who are working to create a more stable climate in that war-torn province and lay the foundations for future economic and democratic development; 


Noting that a genuine regional stability and recovery hinge, in part, on President Milosevic’s removal from office and the emergence of a democratic leadership in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia keen to move away from a murderous nationalism, and towards common standards with the rest of Europe; and thus


Accepting the broad distinction that Western governments have made between humanitarian and economic assistance with regard to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia;


Convinced that the Balkan region now stands at an historical juncture in which it will either move toward the rest of Europe and Europe towards it, or will return to the cycles of poverty and instability that have plagued it over the last decade with the potential to cause serious security problems for the whole of Europe;


_______________________


*	presented by the Economic Committee


Concerned about new reports from Bosnia and Herzegovina that some authorities there have misappropriated aid and public funds; and


Deeply concerned that the slow pace of economic reform and elimination of outmoded institutions such as the payment bureaux have hindered Bosnia and Herzevogina’s economy in becoming self-sustaining;


Deploring the continued ethnic violence and crime in Kosovo, and noting that as long as this violence persists economic development will elude that province;


Applauding the European Union’s recently formulated broad strategic approach to the Balkan countries enshrined in the proposed Stability and Association Agreements which promise to frame the relationship in terms of improved European economic co-ordination and possible enlargement; yet


Deploring the numerous barriers this region currently faces in trading with Western Europe in everything from industrial to agricultural goods;


Acknowledging the significant contribution that full operation of the Danube, an important commercial thoroughfare for the region, could bring to stabilising and integrating South-Eastern Europe;


Acknowledging the problem the countries in the region are facing in trade and transport, which has been rendered even more complex by the long lines of trucks at the Kosovo border;


URGES member governments and parliaments of the North Atlantic Alliance: 


a.	to prepare for a long-term commitment which is political and economic as well as in security terms to this region; 


b.	to participate in the Stability Pact for South-Eastern Europe and to contribute actively to the fulfilment of its objectives;


c.	to appropriate sufficient funding to help build the infrastructure, institutions and legal environment needed to advance a higher level of development, recognising that the United States bore a disproportionate share of the costs for the military air operation in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and that European nations will in fact accept the larger share of the costs for reconstruction;


d.	to find creative ways to engage the people of Serbia, particularly the democratic elements within that society, by helping them meet basic human requirements yet doing so in ways which do not benefit the current regime;


e.	to work with NGOs based in Serbia to achieve this end and to channel aid to those forces dedicated to building democracy in that country;


f.	to encourage the clearing of the debris from the Danube in Novi Sad in order to prevent the river freezing this winter which, according to some Hungarian officials, could result in flooding in southern Hungary and Vojvodina;


g.	to ensure that the relevant institutions are prepared to provide humanitarian aid to the Serbian people in a flexible manner, so that essential life-saving assistance can be ensured whilst giving no succour to the current regime;


h.	to ensure that investment aid and economic support to the whole region are properly co�ordinated and prioritised, and can be implemented promptly upon the ending of the Milosevic regime and the restoration of democracy in Serbia;


i.	to continue with their assistance and support for Kosovo and neighbouring countries in order to maintain stability and the process of democratisation, as well as to alleviate the economic consequences of the long-lasting crisis, and to encourage the involvement of the countries in the region in the reconstruction projects for Kosovo and the region as a whole;


17.	URGES the European Union to move as quickly as possible to open markets to this region and make the completion of the Stability and Association Agreements a priority;


18.	URGES KFOR and the administration in Kosovo to take measures to alleviate border problems which restrict trade;


19.	URGES the governments of the region:


to contribute fully to the work of the Stability Pact for South-Eastern Europe and thereby establish mechanisms of regional co-operation;


b.	to support efforts by the countries in the region to create free trade zones, eliminate barriers to free markets and to encourage mutual economic co-operation;


c.	to consider corruption a major threat to economic development and to take appropriate measures with the support of Western governments to fight this pernicious problem.








�
RESOLUTION 291





on





RELATIONS WITH THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION*








The Assembly,








1.	Believing that Euro-Atlantic stability will be enhanced by close partnership between the member states of the NATO Alliance and the Russian Federation;





2.	Welcoming the resumption of co-operation with the Russian Federation in the United Nations on the basis of Security Council Resolution 1244 on Kosovo;





3.	Also welcoming the resumption of the Russian Federation’s co-operation with NATO on Kosovo and Bosnia and Herzegovina in the Permanent Joint Council;





4.	Welcoming the change of attitude by the Russian Federation and its contribution to stability in South-Eastern Europe through its participation in SFOR, KFOR and the Stability Pact;





5.	Calling upon the State Duma and the Council of the Federation of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation to resume full relations with the NATO Parliamentary Assembly;





6.	Stressing that the consolidation of the Russian Federation’s democracy and its adoption of sound economic and financial practices are essential not only for the well-being of Russians but also contribute to security and stability in Europe as a whole;





7.	Noting that the governments of Georgia and Moldova have repeatedly asked Russia to remove its forces from their territories and that Russia has supported violent separatist movements in these countries;





8.	URGES the Russian Federation:


a.	to resume full co-operation in the Permanent Joint Council without further delay in order to strengthen this institution as a means of providing for common security in the Euro-Atlantic area;





b.	to withdraw immediately all its military forces from Georgia and Moldova;





9.	URGES member governments and parliaments of the North Atlantic Alliance:


a.	to continue to assist in the Russian Federation’s efforts to reform and modernise its economy through targeted financial and technical assistance by the IMF, the World Bank and the European Union; 


b.	to strive to reactivate co-operation with the Russian Federation in all domains of security issues at the bilateral, regional and international level.





__________________________________





*	presented by the Political Committee


RESOLUTION 292





on





CHECHNYA*








The Assembly,








1.	Condemning terrorism whatever its origins and expressing its sympathy with the families of the victims of the terrorist bomb attacks in the Russian Federation;





2.	Condemning the escalation of violence and the use of disproportionate military force which have generated a rise of refugees in Chechnya and in neighbouring regions as well as mounting losses of civilian lives; 





3.	Convinced that such a serious humanitarian crisis may not be considered an internal matter;





4.	Convinced that these actions represent a violation of the Geneva Conventions on international humanitarian law which obliges combatants to shield civilians from combat, protect the sick, elderly and wounded, and to allow access for medical and humanitarian assistance;





5.	Stating the need to differentiate between the legitimate combat against terrorism and a military campaign directed against the civilian population at large;





6.	Convinced that there is no military solution to the conflict in Chechnya and that it can only be resolved by a negotiated settlement based on the 1996 Ceasefire Agreement;





7.	Considering that the military campaign may reduce the Chechnen people’s acceptance of Chechnya remaining a member of the Russian Federation;





8.	Welcoming the willingness of Chechen President Aslan Maskadov to find a peaceful solution to the conflict and to co-operate with Russian authorities in combating terrorism;





9.	Noting that Russia has both signed and ratified the Conventional Armed Forces in Europe (CFE) Treaty but now violates existing flank limits which were revised at its request upward and noting that Russia has never been in full compliance with the CFE Treaty;





10.	URGES the Russian Federation:





a.	to order its forces in and around Chechnya immediately to cease fire and initiate peace negotiations with the Chechen Government headed by President Aslan Maskadov on the basis of the 1996 Ceasefire Agreement between Chechen and Russian authorities;





b.	to adhere to the Code of Conduct agreed upon by the OSCE in 1994 which requires that armed forces do not use excessive force in internal conflicts, avoid affecting the civilian population and which allows for international humanitarian support in order to reduce the suffering of the civilian population;


__________________





*	presented by the Political Committee


c.	to invite an OSCE observer delegation to the region;





d.	to avoid a further military escalation in Chechnya and immediately begin working towards a peaceful settlement on the basis of the 1996 Ceasefire Agreement which will also include Russian assistance in rebuilding the shattered economy of the region;





e.	to comply immediately with all the terms of the Conventional Armed Forces in Europe Treaty, including those covering the regions of Dagestan and Chechnya;








11.	URGES member governments and parliaments of the North Atlantic Alliance:





to sustain their efforts to combat terrorism wherever it occurs and, as necessary, offer the Russian Federation substantial assistance in preventing terrorist attacks and promoting socio-economic progress in the Northern Caucasus;





b.	to provide, to the extent possible, humanitarian assistance to the suffering refugees and displaced persons in Chechnya and neighbouring regions and to request full humanitarian access to these regions. 


�
RESOLUTION 293





on





BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS*














The Assembly, 





1.	Recalling Resolution 270 passed in 1996, which addressed the threat of chemical and biological weapons proliferation; 





2.	Noting with concern that the number of countries suspected of having developed biological weapons has more than tripled despite the entry into force of the Biological and Toxins Weapons Convention (BWC) in 1975;





3.	Alarmed by the degree of vulnerability of our countries should a biological terrorist attack occur; 





4.	Welcoming the Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) Initiative adopted by NATO during the Washington Summit in April 1999, and particularly all the Alliance’s efforts to produce a collective strategy for preventing, deterring and countering the threat of biological weapons; 





5. 	URGES member governments and parliaments of the North Atlantic Alliance : 





a.	to conclude the negotiations on a legally binding protocol to strengthen the BWC within the coming year; 





b.	to support the creation of a small, cost-effective organisation to implement the protocol and to benefit from the lessons learned from the implementation on the Chemical Weapons Convention;





c.	to respond adequately to the threat of biological weapons by adopting a series of measures which include : 





improving training and preparation of armed forces and developing reliable protective equipment and a better medical response;





co-ordinating intelligence strategies to monitor the activities of rogue states and potentially dangerous groups and exchange data and information on terrorism; 





controlling exports of dual-use equipment and harmonising export laws; 





adopting strong international responses to non-compliance; 











_____________________





*	presented by the Science and Technology Committee





contributing more toward the conversion of former-Soviet Union military biological programmes and facilities for civilian purposes and tackling the issue of the Russian scientific brain�drain;





improving civil defence strategies and Research and Development in this field; 





providing adequate training to emergency personnel and public health services in order to improve the response capabilities at the national and international level. 





�
DECLARATION 294


on


KOSOVO*








1.	We, the members of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly (NATO PA) gathered at our Spring Plenary in Warsaw have adopted the following Declaration of support for the objectives of NATO in its campaign to establish conditions making it possible for refugees to return in safety to Kosovo and to secure peace and stability in the region. As public representatives we reflect the opinions of our peoples who wholly reject the practices of the Milosevic regime. We are convinced that the peace proposals contained in this Declaration fully respect the human rights of all the citizens of the region, including those of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) and that, whilst most regrettable, the use of coercion to protect human rights is in these circumstances justifiable; 





2.		We believe that the policy of the government of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in Kosovo represents a fundamental challenge to the values for which NATO has stood since its foundation – democracy, human rights and the rule of law;


3.		We totally condemn the policies of President Milosevic and his regime – the expulsions, murders and other atrocities committed against innocent civilians.  We must demonstrate, governments and parliaments together, that there is no place in Europe for the kind of leadership in the FRY which permits the violent abuse of human rights that has been, and is, occurring.  This campaign of terror cannot be allowed  to succeed;


4.		We reaffirm that there can be no lasting peace without justice. Atrocities against the people of Kosovo by FRY military, police and paramilitary forces violate international law. President Slobodan Milosevic and those others responsible for the systematic campaign of violence and destruction against innocent Kosovar civilians and for the forced deportation of hundreds of thousands of refugees will be held accountable for their actions in accordance with international law and the relevant resolutions of the United Nations Security Council. While the actions of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia may complicate diplomatic negotiating efforts, international support for the rule of law and the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms remains paramount;


5.		We express our solidarity with the Kosovar people and with the refugees; we deplore the loss of innocent lives; we appreciate the efforts of our military forces operating in difficult circumstances;


6.		We fully share the objectives of the international community as stated by the UN Secretary General and reaffirmed by the European Union: a peaceful, multi-ethnic, democratic and autonomous Kosovo where all its people can live in security and enjoy universal human rights and freedoms on an equal basis.  The NATO PA fully supports these objectives in full respect of the territorial integrity of the FRY;


____________________________


*		presented by the Standing Committee and adopted by the NATO Parliamentary Assembly on 31 May 1999, in Warsaw. This Declaration followed a Bureau Statement on 15 February 1999 and Statements issued by the Standing Committee on 27 March and 7 May 1999. These are available from the International Secretariat and can also be obtained from the Assembly's website : http://www.naa.be 


7.		We fully support the objectives being pursued by the military action undertaken by NATO against the FRY aimed at ending the suffering of the Kosovars and securing their return to their rightful homes under effective international protection. This military action is directed  not at the Serb and Montenegrin people, whose suffering we deeply regret, but at the policies of the regime in Belgrade which is to be blamed as solely responsible for any loss incurred in the FRY;


8.		We reaffirm that a peaceful settlement of the conflict requires President Milosevic to comply with the following demands consistent with the Statement on Kosovo issued by the Heads of State and Government participating in the meeting of the North Atlantic Council in Washington, D.C., on April 23-24, 1999:


a verifiable stop to all military action and the immediate ending of violence and repression in Kosovo by FRY forces;


the withdrawal from Kosovo of military, police and paramilitary forces;


the stationing in Kosovo of an international military presence;


the unconditional and safe return of all refugees and displaced persons to their homes and unhindered access to them by humanitarian aid organisations;


a credible demonstration of his willingness to work for the establishment of a political framework agreement for a lasting solution to the problem of Kosovo;


9.		We would register strong support for the general principles contained in the statement agreed by the G-8 Foreign Ministers in their meeting in Bonn, Germany, Thursday 6 May 1999, and their full implementation. We believe that every effort must be made to follow up the G-8 decision to translate their statement into a UN Security Council resolution under chapter VII of the UN Charter and we believe that the acceptance of the statement by the FRY would be a positive step;


10.		We support all diplomatic efforts by our governments, bilaterally and multilaterally, to bring about a resolution of the conflict.  We acknowledge and welcome the efforts made by the Russian government and parliamentarians with the aim of bringing about a long-term solution in Kosovo;


11.		Beyond Kosovo, it is our conviction that a lasting order of peace and security in Europe is facilitated by close co-operation between NATO and Russia. We are ready to work with our partners in the Russian parliament in order to find common ground on this crisis and on any major future challenge to Europe’s security;


12.		We acknowledge and welcome the courageous support that states from the region are providing to the NATO operations in Kosovo.  We welcome NATO’s commitment, in the context of the Membership Action Plan adopted in Washington, to assist those countries in the region who seek to accelerate their membership in the Alliance. We pledge to do our utmost, through our own Rose-Roth programme, to support these efforts;


13.		We also pledge our support to the democratically elected government of President Djukanovic in Montenegro and commit ourselves to involving Montenegrin lawmakers in Assembly activities, pending a democratisation of the entire FRY;


14. 	We express our solidarity with the refugees of Kosovo and commend all efforts by government and non-governmental organisations to alleviate their plight. We appeal to our governments to assist Albania and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia with the construction of reception facilities and with financial assistance to avoid disruption of their economies and, where appropriate, by other means of actively helping them shoulder this heavy burden, for example, by accepting, with an equitable distribution, additional numbers of displaced persons for temporary shelter in Western Europe and North America;


15.		We wish to support all efforts by Yugoslav democratic opposition groups to bring about democratic change in their country.  We affirm that a democratic Yugoslavia has its place among the community of European states;


16.	We are convinced that the NATO nations should commit themselves firmly to the promotion of economic development in South Eastern Europe. Therefore, we support all efforts by our governments to devise early plans for the comprehensive economic and political stabilisation of South Eastern Europe and the democratisation of the region and to earmark corresponding resources so that appropriately phased reconstruction can begin immediately after a cease-fire. These plans should include compensation for damage suffered by the countries neighbouring Yugoslavia and should be followed by designed strategies for their future development and integration in the European Union.  We invite all states to co-operate in an effort to agree a stability pact as has been proposed by the European Union presidency.  We believe these plans must be based on close co-operation and co-ordination between international institutions, including the United Nations, the European Union, the OSCE and NATO, with NATO playing a leading role in the military deployment which will be essential to the long-term stabilisation of Kosovo and the return of the refugees.
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DECLARATION 295





on the





SITUATION IN THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS*








The Standing Committee reaffirms its Declaration on the Situation in the Republic of Belarus issued in Warsaw on 30 May 1999.





In addition, the Standing Committee expresses serious concern at the disappearance of the leaders of the opposition, in particular ex-Minister of the Interior Yuri Zakharenko and the First Vice-Chairman of the Supreme Council, Victor Hanchar.





Thus, in accordance with its Declaration of 30 May 1999, the NATO Parliamentary Assembly,








-	sharing the opinion that the 1994 Constitution is the legitimate highest legal document of the Republic of Belarus and the Supreme Council which was elected according to this Constitution is the only legitimate legislative body of the country;





-	regretting that the human rights situation has deteriorated during Lukashenko’s presidency, with the result that Belarus is among countries which are the most flagrant violators of human rights in the world;





-	condemning restrictions of freedom of the press and constant threats to non-state newspapers as well as lack of access of the opposition to the state audio visual mass media;





- 	taking into consideration the attempts of international organisations (OSCE, Council of Europe) which are directed at getting Belarus out of deep constitutional political and economic crisis;





The NATO Parliamentary Assembly





- 	urges President Lukashenko and his government of Belarus to restore democracy and to ensure human rights and freedom of mass media;





-	states that on July 20, 1999, the term of office of President Lukashenko expired and after that time he cannot be considered a democratically elected head of state;





-	urges the countries of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly to use every opportunity to influence Belarussian authorities to make them observe Belarus’ commitments in the sphere of human rights and to return to the legally supported constitution;





-	insists on the immediate release from prison of one of the leaders of the Belarussian opposition Michail Chigir and other political prisoners.





___________________________________





*	presented by the Standing Committee.


__________________________
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